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Prayer letter: M
arch 2011

by Beth Barnett

P
r

a
ise

W
hat’s in this paddock for you? 

W
hy w

ould you be praising G
od today?

 W
hat aspects of G

od’s character and 
w

ays have you been encountering 
recently?

P
a

r
tn

er
s

P
ray for each other across the 

state as partners in the gospel. 

P
ray for new

 partnerships to form
 

betw
een churches and schools, 

com
m

unity groups, activists and 
advocates for fam

ilies.

P
r

a
ctica

lities

I am
 constantly challenged to keep it real 

w
ith G

od, not just to pray spiritual prayers 
for spiritual things. W

hen I consider that 
every bit of stuff, all the concrete things on 
the planet exist because of G

od, I am
 

encouraged to pray as heartily about 
practicalities as I am

 about anything else. 
W

hat’s on your list of practicalities that 
needs addressing w

ith G
od?

E
very tim

e I hear som
eone quote 

Jerem
iah 29 “For I know

 the plans I have 
for you…

” I think to m
yself – ‘that’s great 

G
od, that Y

O
U

 know
 the plans – but how

 
about letting m

e know
!’ To w

hich G
od 

generally replies som
ething like: “S

ure, 
lean in a bit closer and have a listen” or 
“O

f course, how
’s the last thing I gave 

you going?” or “H
ave you got tim

e to 
com

e for a w
alk w

ith m
e, I w

ant to show
 

you som
ething…

”

P
a

r
ticu

la
r

 N
eed

s

There are lots of prayers that are 
one tim

ers and other prayers that 
you need to keep praying for years, 
m

aybe even the rest of your life. 
W

hat are the particular prayers of 
this m

om
ent?

P
ick

les &
 P

a
n

ics

N
ow

 here’s a quadrant w
here I spend 

rather too m
uch of m

y tim
e.  

I panic about getting into a pickle: and then 
it happens anyw

ay…

Leave your pickles and panics here, and 
pray for m

e as I try to do the sam
e. 

P
o

v
er

ty
P

r
in

cip
les

In the m
idst of the cut and thrust of m

inistry life, responding to the specific pressures 
and presenting needs and opportunities, G

od has a knack of teaching us som
e bigger 

picture ideas. Take som
e prayer tim

e to hear and reflect on the principles that are at 
w

ork in w
hat you are doing, how

 you are living. W
hat is there to learn, m

aybe in store 
for another season? W

hat is there to see that transcends the im
m

ediate? 

P
la

n
s

Jesus said ‘The poor w
ill alw

ays be w
ith 

you’. In other w
ords, never give up your 

attention to the poor, their needs, your 
need for action. 

U
se this patch 

of paddocks 
for a 
prayerful 
w

ander around, 
either on your 
ow

n or w
ith 

others as a 
team

. 

P
in up a print 

out and stick 
som

e post it 
note prayers 
around it to 
express your 
prayers in these 
areas .

P
R

A
Y

E
R

 P
A

D
D

O
C

K
S


